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placed upon the keeping quality of the article to ensure milk which would
not sour rapidly, possessed no taint or abnormal smell and which was accept-
able to the purchaser. Further, as Provincial Advisory Bacteriologists were
required to give special attention to those aspects of depot management
such as churn washing and other processes which were likely to affect the
keeping quality of milk, it was suggested that local authorities faced with any
problems of a similar nature should consult the appropriate officials. A
list of these is to be found on page 276.
While there can be no doubt that its advent was timely, the Scheme
could only be looked upon as an admission of the failure of existing legislation
to produce a clean milk supply, and it is to be regretted that it needed a war
to bring about any improvement. Given proper co-operation between
various interested parties, the Scheme could have been of use in improving
the country's milk supplies and'would have resulted in a higher standard of
cleanliness amongst many producers. Indeed, in several instances producers
have had their milk contracts terminated by the Milk Marketing Board
following warning letters either from the Board or from the County Agri-
cultural Executive Committee on account of the unsatisfactory keeping
quality of their milk and general conditions of production on their farms. It
should be pointed out that far greater use could have been made of contract
cancellation but the reluctance of the Milk Marketing Board to do so has, to
a great extent, nullified the efforts of the County Committees. On, one point
only could there be any disagreement with the Scheme as it was applied.
No provision was made for improving the safety of milk supplies generally, a
point almost invariably overlooked by our legislators, although the proposals
set out in the Government White Paper will, now they are legalised, assist
considerably in this direction.
While the scheme was of considerable assistance in improving milk
supplies, the point where all the milk produced was of good keeping quality
was never nearly attained. Efforts which aimed at diagnosing the causes of
the trouble did much good and many producers realised that subsequent
visits by Advisory Officers, gave them assistance in putting matters right.
Further, every producer had a laboratory service provided for his assistance.
On many occasions the milk industry in this country has been unfavourably
compared with that which exists in the United States of America. Whilst
that country can perhaps give a lead in many respects, they possessed nothing
which could compare with the National Milk Testing Service, and this applied
to the rest of the world's milk-producing countries. The continued extension
of the Scheme if it had remained in its original form would have provided a
basis for a just and fair system of price differentiation. To assist in further
improvements all new entrants to the liquid milk market had to be reported
upon before any contract could be entered into between the Milk Marketing
Board and themselves. No new entrant was allowed to enter the liquid
milk market if his premises were not suited to the production and sale of
milk in every respect, although some county staffs and their committees
often put quantity before quality. This report as to suitability was sent to
the Milk Marketing Board by the County Milk Production Officer acting on
behalf of the County Executive Committee following an inspection made in
conjunction with a public health officer. It should be pointed out here that
no new entrant should have been recommended for the issue of a contract
unless facilities for the production of milk of good keeping quality existed,
otherwise trouble was bound to ensue at a later date, as it has done in